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The backbone of the county road system was
built in the late 1800’s through the 1920’s, 30’s,
40’s, and 50’s.

Most of these roads are still in their original
locations

Evolved over time from simple trails and wagon
roads into the gravel or paved roads of today,

Usually without engineered alignments or
designed base structures.
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COUNTY

PRIORITIES FOR

CONSTRUCTION

PROGRAMS

Safety

System Preservation

Freight Mobility

Economic Development

Additional Capacity

Congestion Relief
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Roadside hazards

Road surface conditions

Narrow roads & bridges

Railroad crossings

Work zones

Intersections

Roadway design limitations

Access problems

Bike & pedestrian traffic

On county roads!

Where do you find most of these factors?

Nine road conditions considered potentially dangerous
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 BREAK OUT OF RECONSTRUCTION POINTS:

RAP       Structural                          Local

       REGION      Points     Volume   Width  Geometry  Accident   Option              TOTAL

  

     NE           50        40         20       30      10    20 170

     NW           40        10             20       20      10    30 130

     PS (road)   15           20         9       16       25    15                  100

SE              45          22       20       10         5    20                  122

SW             50          10       20       20       10      0                  110
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 RECONSTRUCTION POINTS PERCENTAGES:

RAP       Structural                                     Local
      REGION   Points     Volume      Width  Geometry  Accident   Option   TOTAL

NE        29%          24%          12%       18%     6%      12%      100%

NW        31%         8%            15%       15%      8%      23%      100%

PS (road)   15%        20%              9%       16%        25%      15%          100%

SE         37%        18%            16%         8%       4%      16%      100%

SW         45%         9%              18%       18%       9%        0%      100%
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RAP CRITERIA WEIGHTED FOR % SAFETY EMPHASIS

WIDTH GEOMETRY      ACCIDENTS VOLUME

      80%      75%       100%     50%
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REGIONAL SAFETY COMPONENTS X STATEWIDE

 SAFETY %
REGION         WIDTH   GEOMETRY   ACCIDENT   VOLUMES      COMPOSITE

NE 9% 13% 6% 12%    40%

NW 12% 12% 8% 4%    35%

PS 7% 12% 25% 10%    54%

SE 13% 6% 4% 9%    32%

SW 15% 14% 9% 5%    42%



County Road Safety

Successes & Challenges

       Safety              Total RAP   $ Expended
RAP      Composite        $ Expended       for Safety
Region            %
NE Region            40%              105,820,814 42,328,300

NW Region            35%                25,512,327   8,929,300
 
PS Region            54%                15,078,925   8,142,600
 
SE Region            32%               53,658,127 17,170,600
 
SW Region            42%                38,525,713 16,180,800

TOTAL         38.8%              238,595,906 92,757,000
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Continuing Challenges
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Recent Successes
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Double the amount of Rural Arterial
Program Funds to address Safety and
Freight Concerns

Triple the amount of County Arterial
Preservation Program Funds to address
Preservation Concerns

Fund development of a County Road
Needs Assessment Program to address
Data Concerns
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For more information, contact:

Walt Olsen, PE

Deputy Director

 Washington State County Road Administration Board

(360) 753-5989


